Activity  5.5     Passive solar potential in your home

For this activity, you will consider the conditions in your home and how they change during the year.  Ask the other members of your family for their ideas.

Tasks

· Write down the location of the hottest area in your home in the summer.  What time of day is it hottest and how do you explain this?

· Write down the location of the coldest place in your home in winter.  What time of day is it coldest and how do you explain this?

· Write down any measures that you think would improve the solar passive gains in your home during the winter.

· Write down any measures that you think would reduce overheating in your home during the summer.

· Ask your Grandparents, or any older family friends, how they made use of the sun in their homes when they were young.  Describe any unusual or interesting responses.  Are there any measures that they used that could be used in your home today?

· Consider where you would find further information on passive solar measures that could improve the comfort of your home.

Notes for teachers

For this activity the students are asked to apply what they have learnt about passive solar measures to improve the comfort of their own homes.

Aim: To identify any passive solar technologies that could be applied to the student’s home.
materials: pen and paper
key words: temperature, cooling, heating, comfort
skills: observation, 
subjects: science, geography
key stages: 2-3 Age: 10-12
